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Walking into 2020 with 20/20

T

wo thousand, nineteen was a banner year for Dillard University. To mark the 150th
anniversary of the University, we implemented a bold sesquicentennial program. We
aggressively marketed Dillard like never before. We hosted a 1,000-person gala with Patti
Labelle. Also, our Ray Charles program hosted a fabulous event to celebrate those who have
contributed to the food culture of New Orleans, most notably the late Leah Chase.
We maximized all the attention that any 150 year old deserves. This issue of Dillard Today will recap
some of those magic moments from 2019. We hope that you will keep this edition as it marks an
important milestone in the history of the University.
Read it. Share it. Then put it away.
Why? Because it is time to craft a vision for Dillard University for the next 150 years. I listen each
year to a number of New Year’s Eve church services. We attend Franklin Avenue Baptist Church for
their service, but I might watch another two-to-three services to get a good message for the new
year.
This is 2020, and most people think about perfect vision. Several sermons weaved in this idea. I
was drawn to Dr. Howard-John Wesley of Alfred Street Baptist Church in Virginia. Wesley is related
to the Lawless family for whom our chapel is named, and two years ago he served as our Martin
Luther King Jr. Day worship service preacher.
Wesley, in a sermon entitled “The Wait Is Over,” argued that God cannot move you into a new
season as long as you hold on to something that should be buried. Nostalgia often harms many
colleges and universities, as people want the institution to stay the way it was when they were
there. And yet the world is constantly changing, so nostalgia becomes dangerous, even deadly for
an institution. In fact we are watching as colleges merge or close, and the predictions tend to agree
that this is the new normal.
Wesley told the congregation that they should walk into 2020 with some 20/20, seeing yourself on
top. He pushed them saying their vision is too small, limited by what they have already seen. He
wanted them to envision themselves walking into something greater than where they have been.
In 2020 we have begun to develop a new strategic plan for Dillard University. We want to develop
a bold vision for the University, something that we have never seen or experienced. We want an
agenda that challenges students, faculty and staff to push themselves to grow both personally and
professionally, ready to help meet the challenges of the nation and the world. We want our alumni
and friends to be so inspired by the vision that they make plans to support this ambitious agenda
in historic fashion.
The sesquicentennial is over. We’re now chasing a bicentennial level of greatness.

Walter M. Kimbrough, Ph.D., PRESIDENT
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“The
sesquicentennial
is over. We’re
now chasing a
bicentennial level
of greatness.”

Not only was it a milestone year for Fair Dillard
but it was also a year to celebrate for the the
Dillard University National Alumni Association!
We boosted support for our alma mater,
we honored our esteemed alumna Dr. Ruth Simmons
with a Lifetime Achievement Award, and we tightened
our bond with those who need us the most--the students.
For 85 years, we have proudly represented mighty movers
and shakers who grew in the humble confines of the
historic "Jewel of Gentilly."
As Dillard alumni, we are connected by pride and
purpose that are the foundation for Dillard excellence.
Forever guide, Alma Mater!
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T
What
A
Year!

here is no more
appropriate way to
start this issue than
by saying thank you.
Dillard University had a
wonderful sesquicentennial celebration
in 2019 because of the tireless work and
tremendous support from a lot of people.
We enjoyed a year-long celebration of
150 years of educational excellence and
heritage buoyed by the hard work of
several committees and underwritten
by the generosity of numerous sponsors
and donors. The entire Dillard community
is grateful for everyone who had a role in
helping us celebrate.
As I reflect on the past year, I am
reminded of how a team of dedicated
people can work together to achieve a
common goal. We started 2019 with a
day of service throughout the city of New
Orleans. Hundreds of students, faculty,
staff and alumni joined us to make our
city better. We made such an impact that
I am thinking about how to make the
Dillard Day of Service an annual event.
We then prepared for the big celebration,
the 150th Founding Gala which was
nothing short of spectacular. It was
headlined by the incomparable Patti
LaBelle, hosted by our trustee Michelle
Lana “MC Lyte” Moorer and featured the
talents of Dillard’s own Bleu Café music
group and theater students. The gala
not only brought together the Greater
New Orleans community to celebrate
Dillard, but it also grossed over $1 million
to assist students with tuition and fees.
That’s what I call “party with a purpose.”
I owe a debt of gratitude to the gala
committee, chaired by my friend and VP
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for Enrollment Management, David Page,
and co-chaired by our director for Alumni
Relations, Adrian Guy Anderson as well
as the entire committee for an amazing
job.
We also enjoyed the Dinner en Bleu
event chaired by Zella Palmer, director
of the Ray Charles Program for African
American Material Culture. It was a festive
occasion that celebrated Dillard’s rich
history in the food and foodways culture
in New Orleans. Don’t be surprised if you
see us do this again as well.
Anyone who lives in or visited New
Orleans during 2019 saw and/or heard
Dillard all over the place. We painted
the town Dillard Bleu from billboards to
buses to the airwaves. WDSU television
even sponsored a documentary on
Dillard University. You can enjoy the
documentary by searching “Chronicle:
Dillard Celebrating 150 Years and Beyond”
online. We wanted everyone to not only
know about our celebration, but to also
participate in it. Judging by the 1,000
people who attended the gala, folks got
the message.
Now that we are into our 151st year, we
have affixed our eyes on Dillard’s future.
We are making big plans to ensure that
Dillard thrives for the next 150 years and
beyond. There’s no time to take a break
from Sesquicentennial. We have lots
more to do. It will be fun. I promise.
Marc A. Barnes, Ph.D.
Vice President for Institutional
Advancment
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Editor’s Letter
MORE ON THE HORIZON
Thank you for taking the time to read this issue
of Dillard Today. During her 2019 Founders’ Day
Convocation address, esteemed Dillard alumna Dr.
Ruth J. Simmons ‘67, said something that struck me in
a profound way:
“I…believe that it is education and service that are
the lifeblood of democracy, the engine of social and
economic empowerment and the most important
source of community health and wellbeing.”
That is the beauty of what we do in higher education,
especially as an HBCU. Celebrating Dillard’s 150th
anniversary was about more than pomp and
circumstance. It was about taking inventory of our
value to the people we serve. In this issue, you will
read stories that amplify pride and purpose in addition
to reliving the fond memories of the sesquicentennial.
While we’re at it, we will celebrate the resilience of the
Class of 2020 who, like their peers from around the
globe, ended their college careers under the strangest
of circumstances.
I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge the tireless
work of the Communications and Marketing team.
They do an outstanding job telling Dillard’s story and
we are excited about helping to write the next chapter.
If you joined us for any of our 150th anniversary events
in 2019, we hope that this issue will bring back fond
memories of a great celebration. If you were unable to
join us, we hope that this issue encourages you to join
us on a greater journey ahead.
Enjoy,
Eddie

DILLARD NEWS

Welcome to Dillard,
Rev. Herbert
Brisbon, III

R

ev. Herbert Brisbon, III made Dillard his new home as the University’s chaplain in late 2019.
Throughout his career, Rev. Brisbon has served as a community leader, actively serving as
a member of several boards and committees that advocate for the rights of young people
such as the General Board of Higher Education, Summit for Young Clergy and the Shared Mission Focus
on Young People. Rev. Brisbon has also served as the chair of the National Steering Committee and a
member of the National United Methodist Student Movement.
Dillard’s new chaplain is well-traveled. As a part of the Asia 2000 Mission Tour, Rev. Brisbon served as
a missionary in Mainland China and Mongolia; and he also traveled to South Africa and Zimbabwe on
mission trips.
Prior to Dillard, Rev. Brisbon served as the interim pastor of Cheltenham United Methodist Church in
Cheltenham, Maryland. His ministry has spanned a variety of settings that include starting a new
church, pastoring a multiethnic cooperative parish and serving as Howard University’s campus minister.
Rev. Brisbon is a proud member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., having served as chaplain for the
Delta Lambda and Iota Upsilon Lambda alumni chapters in Maryland.
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r. Eric Buckles was named interim dean
of the College of Arts and Sciences in
August of 2019 and later moved into the
position full-time in August of 2020. A professor and
biology program coordinator, Buckles also serves
as the faculty senate president, faculty athletics
representative and advisor to several student
organizations. He has been at Dillard since 2006 and
he has been a Conrad N. Hilton Biology Endowed
Professor since 2015. Earlier in 2019, Dillard was
awarded a $1.25 million HBCU-UP grant from the
National Science Foundation thanks to the work
of Buckles and Dr. Yolanda Page, vice president of
Academic Affairs.

fellow for the Center for the Advancement of STEM Leadership.
Buckles has authored and co-authored in several scientific
journals including the Journal of Infectious Diseases, Infection
and Immunity, Microbiology and the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences. Buckles is a member of the American Society
for Microbiology.

Buckles’ main research interest focuses on
understanding the molecular mechanisms of
bacterial pathogenesis with a specific focus on
uropathogenic Escherichia coli. He is an inaugural

Having earned his bachelor’s degree in biology from Alcorn State
University, Buckles later earned his Ph.D. in biomedical sciences
from Meharry Medical College. He also served as a postdoctoral
research associate in the Department of Microbiology at Virginia
Commonwealth University and at the University of Maryland School
of Medicine in the Division of Infectious Diseases.

Introducing the
School of Health
and Wellness

I

n September of 2019, the School of Public Health became the
School of Health and Wellness. The University unveiled the
new name in order to better position Dillard for CEPH (Council on
Education for Public Health) accreditation according to Dr. Yolanda
Page, vice president for Academic Affairs. The name change was
a historical modification for the University to expand its academic

offerings for students interested in health and wellness professions.
“Over the past few years, we have undergone a re-imaging of [the]
Public Health [department] here at Dillard,” Dr. Melvena Wilson,
former chair of the School of Health and Wellness shared. “As
one of the oldest undergraduate programs, we...will continue to
prepare students to serve in the health professions of tomorrow.”
Under the accreditation guidelines, Dillard will be applying for a
standalone baccalaureate program (SBP) accreditation from the
CEPH. Institutions that are SBP accredited are free to have multiple
bachelor’s degree offerings whereas colleges and universities
with public health schools are required to have three types of
degree offerings: bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate. Having CEPH
accreditation degree means an institution has completed a multilevel review and has met the nationally agreed upon standards
developed by public health scholars and practitioners.

DILLARD NEWS

Physics
CONTINUES

to Earn B
HONORS

uilding on what has become a strong tradition of
achievement, Dillard Physics received the 2019
Distinguished Chapter from the Society of Physics
Students. The award is determined each academic year
after a careful review of the information, photos and
supporting material presented in the annual SPS Chapter
Reports. The reviewers include a team of four SPS
National Council members, including Zone Councilors and
Associate Zone Councilors, as well as the SPS office staff.

To qualify, the chapter had to adhere to an involved list of criteria. A chapter must be involved in local,
zone and national SPS meetings and other professional meetings while participating in SPS programs.
SPS chapters are expected to conduct outreach to K-12 students as well as the general public. There is
also community service that must be conducted in addition to contributions made to student recruitment
and retention. Finally, SPS chapters must participate in social events and interact with their department’s
alumni.
Dr. Abdalla Darwish, presidential professor and professor of physics, maintains confidence that Dillard’s
SPS chapter will continue its winning streak for years to come.
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N

ew Orleans is no stranger to rain and
flooding, but citizens have become more
frustrated about what they perceive as a
failing water pumping system in the city. To assist the
greater New Orleans community with insight into why
water management is still a difficult subject postKatrina, Dr. Robert Collins, professor of urban studies
and public policy provides an update on the Urban
Water Management Certificate Program and how it is
preparing Generation Z to be equipped with equitable
education on New Orleans’ infrastructure and water
utility operations. He also shares why New Orleans’
water pumps cannot solely be the city’s saving grace
for drainage.
The certificate program has seen its second cohort
with the first 10 students having graduated in 2019.
The Urban Water Management Certificate Program
is also open to students from Xavier University of
Louisiana, Tulane University and Loyola University
New Orleans. The program was designed in

The Urban Water
Management
Certificate:
Q&A with
Dr. Robert Collins
partnership with Greater New Orleans, Inc., with the primary purpose of increasing
the number of professionals in New Orleans who are trained in managing water
utility operations for both the public and private sectors. The secondary purpose,
according to Collins, is to increase the number of ethnic minorities working in the
water economy.

DILLARD NEWS
DU: Are there any plans to open up the water management
certificate program to professionals?
Dr. Collins: Yes. The long term goal of the program is to offer the
certificate to working professionals, not only in government but also
in the private sector. Architects, urban planners, and civil engineers
who work in private design firms, as well as biologists and chemists
who work in water quality analysis labs, are just a few of the
working professionals who would benefit from this certificate.
DU: The answer may seem obvious, but what are the ethnic
implications of this sort of certification?
Dr. Collins: Research by our partners at GNO, Inc. indicates that
the water economy currently has disproportionately low numbers of
minorities working in supervisory positions when compared to the
regional population as a whole. This program intends to increase
those minority numbers.
DU: What do you see, generally, as “a-ha” moments for your
students?
Dr. Collins: The main a-ha moment is when the students
comprehend that reliance on pumps is not a solution to flooding
and that it does make flooding worse by causing the land to
sink. Only pumping combined with green infrastructures such as
retention ponds and inundation canals can significantly increase
resilience.
DU: What about you? Did you have any “a-ha” moments?
Dr. Collins: My a-ha moment is learning that the Flint
Water Crisis, where poor Black Michigan residents learned
that their water was not safe to drink due to lead, is not a
unique event. As the infrastructure crumbles in older US
cities, poor inner-city areas are the areas most likely to
have dangerous levels of lead in the water, because they
lack the tax base to maintain their water systems properly.
DU: Many of Dillard’s students are not from New Orleans. Why
should a student who is not from New Orleans take an interest in
this certification and maybe even become part of the New Orleans
community after graduation?
16-Page | Dillard Today 2020

Dr. Collins: This certificate is based on best practices of water
management standardized worldwide. It was modeled on similar
certificates offered at large East Coast universities. The certificate
will make students more marketable wherever they choose to live.
We hope some students stay in New Orleans because there is such
a need here, and there are job opportunities here.
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Dillard University’s
Theatre
Department Makes
History With Ida B.
Wells’ Production

T

he Dillard University Theatre Program debuted “Ida B. ‘N
The Lynching Tree,” during Black History Month in 2019.
Written by award-winning playwright Carolyn Nur Wistrand
and directed by Dillard alumna Cherelle Palmer ‘13, the
production’s plot centers around Ida B. Wells, the 19th-century
journalist who was a founding member of the NAACP. As her
career in journalism and civil rights developed, Wells initiated
an anti-lynching campaign that received national attention.
She also became one of the forefront women in the Women’s
Suffrage Movement, focusing on Black feminist politics.
Throughout the University’s 150th Founding Anniversary, its
stakeholders believed it was important to highlight civil rights
leaders, such as Ida B. Wells who dedicated her life and wellbeing in the name of justice.
Born July 16, 1862, Ida B. Wells was born into slavery in
Holly Springs, Mississippi. She, along with her family,
were eventually freed due to the Civil War’s Emancipation
Proclamation. Unfortunately, freedom for some members of
the Wells family was short-lived. Wells lost her parents and
a sibling to the 1878 yellow fever epidemic that swept the
United States; she was only 16. After their death, Wells and
her other siblings moved to Memphis, Tennessee where she
became a schoolteacher to help support her family. Soon
after becoming an educator, Wells became a reporter and
bought a share of the Memphis Free Speech and Headlight.
While working at the paper, Wells created a column focused
on lynchings, why it is a hate crime and how Blacks were
seen as political and financial competition to their White
counterparts. This became the launching pad for Wells’ antilynching campaign.

“

There must always
be a remedy for wrong
and injustice if we only
know how to find it.
- Ida B. Wells

”

DILLARD NEWS

College Of
Business
Welcomes
New Dean
D

r. Kristen Broady joined Dillard as the dean
of the College of Business and Barron Hilton
Economics Endowed professor in September of 2019.
Broady previously served on the faculties at Howard
University, Alabama A&M University, Dominican
University, Fort Valley State University and Kentucky
State University as well as a visiting faculty member
at Jiangsu Normal University in Xuzhou, China.
Broady served as a consultant for the Joint Center
for Political and Economic Studies in Washington,
D.C.; a senior research fellow for the Center for Global
Policy Solutions in Washington, D.C.; a consultant for the
City of East Point, Georgia and as an HBCU consultant for
season two of “The Quad” on Black Entertainment Television
in Atlanta. She is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.,
the Baltimore Chapter of The Links, Inc., the National Economic
Association, the American Economic Association, the Southern
Economic Association and the Academy of Management. Her
recent publications include “Passing and the Costs and Benefits
of Appropriating Blackness” and “Race and Jobs at High Risk to
Automation.” Broady has also presented her research, served
on panels and has been invited to speak at conferences across
the nation including the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia’s
2018 national conference. Her essays were featured in 2018
and 2019 State of Black America, the National Urban League’s
annual publication, and she was the recipient of the 2018 Best
Female Faculty Award from HBCU Digest. Broady has served as
a contributor for #RolandMartinUnfiltered and ABC News Live.
She earned a Bachelor of Arts in criminal justice at Alcorn State
University and her M.B.A. and Ph.D. in business administration
with a major in economics from Jackson State University. Broady
is a native of Chicago, Illinois and she is a member of Trinity
United Church of Christ.
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The College of Business
Receives ACBSP
Accreditation
I

continue to fulfill our responsibility to our students and
the community.”

“Achieving accreditation with ACBSP is an important
milestone for Dillard University’s College of Business. It
represents our excellence in teaching and dedication
to our students, faculty, and the community,” Dr. Richard
Igwike, former College of Business’s Interim Dean shared
in a statement. “It takes the college to the next level of
prominence.”

An accredited institution must continue to demonstrate
during regular review cycles that it is developing and
growing, not just maintaining existing standards.
Accreditation by a national or regional accrediting body
creates a gateway for students to participate in federally
funded and state financial aid programs.” Dr. Yolanda
Page, the vice president for academic affairs is elated
for the College of Business acclaiming this prestigious
feat during the University’s 150th Founding Anniversary.
“Accreditation of our business programs demonstrates
the university’s commitment to offer a nationally
endorsed educational experience to current and future
students who major in business,” she said. “We received
notification of our accreditation status in May when we
were observing the 150th anniversary of the university’s
founding, so it was affirmation of our motto - rooted in
heritage; invested in excellence.”

n May 2019, Dillard University’s College of Business
successfully obtained accreditation from the
Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs
(ACBSP). The ACBSP was founded in 1988 and is a global
accrediting body for business schools. It is also the only
organization that offers accreditation to all collegiate
business degrees.

According to the ACBSP website, “national or regional
business school accreditation assures students that an
institution of higher learning adheres to high-quality
standards based on the latest research and professional
practice. “This accreditation allows us to begin the
process of making #RelentlessExcellence more than
a hashtag. We now have a foundation upon which to
build and a path to follow,” Dr. Alicia Cooper, assistant
professor of marketing said in a statement. “The great
thing about ACBSP accreditation is that it is designed
to help institutions engage in continuous improvement.
This ensures that we won’t rest on our laurels and will

University president Dr. Walter Kimbrough shared
similar sentiments by noting: “The College of Business
Accreditation is a historic first for Dillard University. It
represents an additional level of confirmation that the
program offered provides excellent opportunities for our
students.”

DILLARD NEWS

College of Nursing

Introduced

I

n 2018, Dillard’s historic nursing program took a big step. The School of
Nursing became the College of Nursing with the promise of creating new
proud traditions while continuing its contribution of culturally sensitive
healthcare to communities and the field. The same year, Dillard Nursing
celebrated its 75th anniversary.
Not only did the nursing program enjoy two years of milestone celebrations
but it found other reasons to celebrate. Dillard Nursing continued with the
Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) through 2025
while seeing the May 2019 cohort achieve a 100% pass rate on the National
Council Licensure Examination for registered nurses (NCLEX-RN). Also, 100%
of Dillard Nursing’s class of 2019 earned employment opportunities. This all
comes after having returned from suspended admission the same semester.
It was also a time to celebrate students and faculty. Janee Knox ‘21, was
named an American Heart Association scholar. Two students, Blessing
Eborka ‘22, and Jessica Justin ‘22, were recipients of the inaugural College
of Nursing Scholarship. As active as ever, the Dillard University Professional
Organization of Nurses (DUPON) took on 17 nursing students to mentor. Later
in 2019, Sheila Haynes ‘73, and Cloteal Sutton-Moore ‘03, were named Barron
Hilton Nursing/Pre-Medical Careers and Gloria Kabacoff endowed professors.
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Finish in 4
helps
students
graduate
on time

T

he Finish in 4 campaign was launched in
2015 to provide Dillard students resources
to graduate in four years. The importance
of the campaign stems from the issue of delaying
graduation. When students are not able to
graduate within four years, they lose income
and may acquire more student loans. Finish in 4
encourages students to complete 30 credit hours
each year to position them to graduate within four
years. Since the program’s inception, 43 percent
of Dillard’s student body graduated within four
years. Here are the three facets that have created
Finish in 4’s proven track record and success
stories.
Advising/Registration
From an advising perspective, the first-year students are enrolled in
at least 15 hours per semester as part of their learning communities.
The learning communities are how first-year students are placed
in cohorts based on their academic majors. The University clusters
the students into meta-majors (STEM, humanities, social sciences,
business, nursing, and public health). University College collaborates
with the academic departments to monitor students’ credit
accumulation and progression.
Predictive Analytics
Dillard has implemented a predictive analytics platform called
Navigate from the consulting firm EAB. The platform uses an

algorithm to identify specific factors that are contributing to students
not progressing in their degree programs. The tool has allowed
the University to reach out to students who are having difficulty,
and it allows the University College to provide these students with
targeted resources. Navigate also allows the University College
team to conduct a course analysis to identify trends related to

students passing and failing classes. Another benefit is an improved
method for faculty to monitor their students’ performance and to
communicate with them directly.
Programming
• Academic advising by way of the University College’s Major Fair
for first-year students.
•

Academic interventions utilizing focused outreach to students
who have Ds or Fs at midterms and/or have below a 2.0 at the
end of the semester.

•

Second-Year Experience which is centered around the retention
model and addresses specific barriers students experience in
their second year at Dillard.

•

The 1st Generation program provides additional support
to students who identify as first-generation students. First
generation students are a focus population at Dillard because
the institutional data indicate that first generation students
graduate at approximately 14 percent points less than the overall
student population.

•

Campus Champions who are individuals making exceptional
contributions to assisting Dillard’s students in remaining on track
for graduation.

Breaking Barriers
for the Future of

BLACK LAWYERS
by India Walton

India Walton is pursuing her master’s degree in journalism at Northwestern
University in the Medill School of Journalism, Media and Integrated Marketing
Communications. Walton is the inaugural recipient of a fellowship from Reuters
and the National Association of Black Journalists.

I

nterrupted by a cell phone ringing, Adria
Kimbrough walks over to her desk,
silences her phone and returns to her
floral-patterned couch with a practice exam
book. Tucked away through the glass doors of
the Justice Revius O. Ortique Jr. Mock Trial
Courtroom, Kimbrough’s face illuminates with
excitement as she untangles the process of
answering one of the sections of the LSAT.
One of the only two HBCUs in the nation with a nationally ranked
Mock Trial Team, Dillard University’s Pre-Law Program has proven
itself as a force to be reckoned with. One of the most sought-after
co-curricular programs on campus, the Pre-Law Program attracts
prospective students aspiring to attend law school from states
across the country. One of the goals that Kimbrough had when
revitalizing and expanding the program was to create a space
where Dillard students were comfortable competing with students
at larger universities.
“The overall goal is to help diversify the legal profession. The law
continues to be the least diverse profession. I think the only way
that we change that is if we’re intentional about creating a pipeline
to help students navigate their way from the idea of wanting to be
a lawyer to figuring out exactly what they need to do to get there,”
says Kimbrough. “I think that what we’ve been able to achieve is
for students at Dillard to realize that they can compete against
students anywhere regardless of the fact that we’re at a smaller
institution.”
The Mock Trial Team came into fruition in spring of 2017, which
morphed into an intercollegiate team of seven women. Now only
three years in, one of the only two nationally ranked HBCU teams,
the team of 17 continues to compete against other universities.
Alternating every year between a civil and criminal case, the team
prepares for competition, presenting the case as both the defense
and the prosecution.
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Erienne “RJ” Lewis with his LEAD
mentor attorney Jatavian Williams
‘06.
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Traelon Rodgers ‘21 competes with the nationally ranked Mock Trial Team.

“It’s not emphasized how important it is to
have an all-Black team compete at the level
that we compete at.” – Traelon Rodgers
The “Big Easy Mock Trial Invitational” hosted by the Mock Trial
team, was the first collegiate Mock Trial competition hosted
by an HBCU. The four round competition took place the
weekend of November 1-3, 2020 at the New Orleans Parish
Civil District Court and hosted 12 schools from as close as
Baton Rouge and far away as Iowa. With a diverse panel of
judges and attorneys, a student from Mississippi Valley State
University expressed her gratitude to Kimbrough for the
opportunity to compete in front of Black judges.

Traelon Rodgers ‘21 competes with the nationally ranked Mock Trial Team.

“We never see Black judges anywhere. So, it’s important for
us to have a competition where we were able to invite those
same people who we go to their competitions to come to our
university, our city, and they be the minority,” junior Traelon
Rodgers said.

F

ollowing the wrongful execution
of Troy Davis, Rodgers who reigns
as the Student Government
Association president, solidified his
purpose in desiring to become an
attorney. An urban studies and public
policy major from Dallas, Rodgers said
that the most important thing for him
was learning how to operate the legal
field as a person of color.
Lydia Paige Moffett, junior political
science major, found her passion
through the Foundation to LEAD and
LEAD programs. With aspirations to
obtain her juris doctorate and become a
prosecutor, Moffett finds that prosecutors
hold a lot of power and discretion,
and often are not people of color. As a
prosecutor, she wants to bring “humanity
and a transparent, fair view” back to the
court system.
“The Pre-Law Program has been the
most rigorous thing throughout my time
at Dillard. It really pushes me to levels
outside of my comfort zone,” Moffett said.
“Mrs. Kimbrough is an angel. She really
is a super woman who does it all. It’s
because of the great amount of coaching
and support that we get, is what allows
us to be able to flourish the way that we
have.”

There are three programs offered within
the co-curricular program: The nationally
ranked Mock Trial Team, Foundation
to LEAD (Legal Education Advancing
Diversity) and the LEAD Program. The
Foundation to LEAD and LEAD are
intensive programs created to prepare
those interested in law school for the
Law School Admissions Test (LSAT)
and admissions process. Foundation
to LEAD, a two-week program, and the
LEAD program, a yearlong program
from January to December, are offered
to rising juniors and seniors at Dillard,
Xavier University of Louisiana and
Southern University at New Orleans.
The level of discipline from the
Foundation to LEAD and LEAD program is
essential to the preparation for the next
levels of law school.
“Anything that you could
possibly want is at the
touch of your fingertips as
far as help and resources.
It’s [Foundation to LEAD]
intense. It is tiring and at
times overwhelming, but
there is literally no reason
that anyone should not
succeed.” – LydiaPaige Moffett
A native of Crystal Springs, Mississippi,

an aspiring attorney and judge, Erienne
“RJ” Lewis, learned to master the LSAT
through the Foundation to LEAD and
LEAD programs, which afforded him
multiple LAW school acceptances &
scholarships. Aspiring to be a family
attorney and judge, Lewis learned the
importance of how to master the LSAT,
having a strong mentor and “maximizing
the experience and not get so caught up
in the end destination.”
“I wanted to mesh a love for the law
and a career in education. This program
has helped me narrow it down. I really
couldn’t imagine going through LSAT
prep without LEAD,” Lewis said. “When
you realize how few Black attorneys, how
the score hasn’t moved in a long time
and see the process of trying to make
more Black attorneys, it’s really an eye
opener.”
Lewis, who applied to seven law schools
– three with full-ride scholarships – will
be attending Mississippi College School
of Law on a full-ride scholarship.
“If you put in the work, you
can compete against anyone.
You are just as good and as
talented as any student at
any other university.” - Adria
Kimbrough

Adria Kimbrough, Esq. (center) with Dillard’s Mock Trial Team. The team is one of the Pre-Law Program’s vehicles to increase
Black representation in law.
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Commencement
2018:

A Call to Be Great
by Eddie Francis
photos by L. Kasimu Harris

C

hance the Rapper, born in 1993, had never
been to a college commencement until a
very warm New Orleans spring morning.
It was then that the Chicago-born hip hop
artist and activist brought his talent to the
Oaks to speak to Dillard’s class of 2018 in a
memorable commencement address.

University Marshal, Dr. Robert Collins, stands in
Stern Hall awaiting the processional.

Dillard’s faculty, staff, administrators and 2018
Golden Graduates make their way to the Oaks.

Chance the Rapper, born Chancelor Johnathan
Bennett, nervously prepares for his muchanticipated commencement address.

Despite admitting to his nervousness, Chance the
Rapper embraced the opportunity to motivate the
class of 2018. He urged the graduates to achieve
“greatness without fear.” But Chance shocked the
audience when he declared that Beyonce has taken
over Michael Jackson as the greatest performer in
history.
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Sharing that he believed Michael Jackson had been
the greatest performer in history until Beyonce’s
“Homecoming” performance, Chance the Rapper
proclaimed, “We have to erase the fear and stigma behind
eclipsing our heroes.”

“The highest form of respect we can pay to the people
who came before us, the people who sacrificed for us and
gave us everything, is to be better than them.”

Chance the Rapper receives his honorary hood from Dr.
Walter Kimbrough and Dr. Collins to become Chancelor
Johnathan Bennett, L.H.D. ‘18

Some of Dillard’s honored alumni, the Golden Graduates,
enjoy the commencement on the spacious green.

Commencement
2019:
Faith and Fortitude
by Eddie Francis /
Photos by Sabree Hill

T

he 2019 Commencement was forced from the rain-soaked Oaks to the cozy confines of the UNO Lakefront Arena, but
the jubilation that the annual celebration brings to graduates and their families was ever-present. Producer, actress
and comedian Regina Hall served as the commencement speaker. The buzz about Hall was strong as the hit film “Girls Trip,”
in which she starred, was still the talk of the town two years after its release. But the graduates cheered when her film credit
as Brenda from the “Scary Movie” series was mentioned. At the time, Hall was eagerly awaiting the release of three projects:
“Little” for which she served as executive producer, Showtime’s “Black Monday” and the remake of the iconic “Shaft.”
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The 2019 Commencement featured
something very special. The University
unveiled sesquicentennial gowns with
blue cuffs and the 150th anniversary logo
embroidered on the left shoulder.

Decorum is always encouraged at
commencements, but HBCU families work hard to
get their kids through. Celebrate!

Having received news of the
passing of a close friend only
minutes before commencement,
Hall presses on to deliver a
measured, thoughtful address.
One YouTube viewer commented,
“ You ever feel like a message
was sent just for you? This was
that message…”

Dr. Nia Haydel, former dean of the University
College, proudly and joyfully embraces one of
the graduates.

Psychology professor, Dr. Lana Chambliss ‘88, makes sure she
has the right look.
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A somber moment amidst the jubilation.
The parents of the late Taima Miller ‘19,
accept her criminal justice degree.

“ You will watch dots that don’t seem to connect, ” said Hall.
“ You will watch things seem like the darkest moments of your
life bring rainbows, and you will have the fortitude and the faith to
work through all the moments in between because that is how you
achieve excellence. ”

Alumna, former Miss Dillard and famed
storyteller Adella Gautier ‘69, also known
as “Adella Adella the Storyteller,”
shares a laugh with her fellow Golden
Graduates.

1 - One of the legendary figures of Dillard is former president Broadus Butler. His son, Dr.
Bruce Butler, accepts his honorary degree.
2 - The 2019 Commencement was also a time to celebrate alumni and former Michigan
district judge Ruth C. Carter ‘82, was in that number. She was honored with a Doctor of
Humane Letters.

1

3

3 - In celebration of those who have supported DU,
real estate developer and former trustee M. Pres
Kabacoff receives his honorary doctorate.
4 - Always a friend to Dillard, former president and
UNCF president/CEO Michael Lomax is awarded his
Doctor of Humane Letters.
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2

5 - Part of the 2019 Commencement’s charm was the group of valedictorians--all four
of them. The lone salutatorian (pictured, left) was Houston native Shaelynn Moore. The
valedictorians (second left to right) were: Violet, Louisiana native Frank Duplessis;
Jamaica native Chevel Powell; Mereaux, Louisiana native Brandon Hamann; and Oregon
native Joshua Williams, IV.
6 - Rooted in heritage, invested in excellence. Banners celebrating 150 years of
Louisiana’s oldest HBCU serve as the backdrop for Commencement 2019.

4

5

8

7 - Dr. James E. Lyons
Sr., former Dillard interim
president and trustee,
proudly receives his
L.H.D. in recognition of
his service to HBCUs and
other minority serving
institutions.
8 - After a long journey,
job well done.

9 - The 2019 Golden Graduates proudly
represent Dillard’s class of 1969.

Doing the Most
by Eddie Francis

The 150th Founding Gala was a Night of Elegance,
Nostalgia & Excitement

I

“

t was a night of absolute elegance,”
said Adrian Guy Anderson. A 2001
graduate of Dillard, the University’s
director of Alumni Relations beamed with
pride, “It was like you were transported
in time with the hall of pictures and it
was a tribute to the institution as a whole
and also to the people who impacted
the institution.” She may be somewhat
biased, having served as one of the
co-chairs of the 150th Founding Gala.
Still, it is hard to argue with the stylish
surroundings of the Hyatt Regency
New Orleans and nostalgic images of
the campus, beloved alumni and past
presidents.

Having rolled out an impressive
sesquicentennial branding campaign, the
University’s sesquicentennial celebration
gala became part of New Orleans’ eventrich spring buzz. While the community’s
interest was piqued by both the
celebration itself and the appearances
of Lana “MC Lyte” Michelle Moorer and
Patti LaBelle, the real significance of the
celebration was the cause. Proceeds
from the May gala benefited the Student
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Assistance for Financial Emergencies
(SAFE) Fund. The gala was more than the
proverbial “party with a purpose.”
The community responded. Trustees,
alumni, faculty, staff and the local
community came together to pour $1.1
million into the SAFE Fund. It was a
shot in the arm for an institution that
relishes the opportunity to provide higher
education access to a student body
where 98% of the students receive some
sort of financial assistance whether it is
from the state, the federal government,
Dillard or other resources.
Complimenting the wealth of pride
felt among the Dillard community
was a more distinct sense of pride felt
among those who planned the event.
David Page, chair of the committee and
Dillard’s vice president for Enrollment
Management, is confident that the 150th
Founding Gala will go down as one of
his “top Dillard memories.” Page recalled
that, as attendees entered the Hyatt, the
“energy was crazy.”
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“I don’t know what people expected, but I don’t think they
expected the space to look and feel like that,” he said.

A

nd then there were the voices of the gala. The
University got a double dose of support from
Moorer who not only served as the event’s
mistress of ceremonies but the legendary hip hop artist is
also a trustee. There was also the understandable tickling
anticipation of “Miss Patti’s” performance. As electric as
ever, LaBelle encapsulated the crazy energy with her
patented powerful voice, ever-present charm and sass.
The 150th Founding Gala was the unforgettable mark
of a year long celebration. Planning for all of the
sesquicentennial events began in January 2018 according
to Dr. Marc A. Barnes, vice president for Institutional
Advancement and chair of the sesquicentennial
planning committee. Both he and Page are proud of the
collaboration among members of the Dillard community
and the general public. “The first order of business was to
create a committee that consisted of faculty, staff, students,
alumni and community members,” said Barnes. “We
wanted to have events that would honor Dillard’s history,
tout what is happening currently and looking forward to
the future.”
From the collaboration grew a year of events that touched
the many facets of Dillard life. “We wanted an array of
perspectives so that whatever we decided to do would
be inclusive. The committee brainstormed lots of ideas
and came up with a year-long calendar of events that
worked out well,” according to Barnes. There were 30
members of the core sesquicentennial committee, but
others participated in sub-committees such as the gala
committee which had 10 members.
Barnes recalls that the teams’ efforts paid off handsomely.
“One of the things that I really appreciate is the energy
we saw with our alumni. They really embraced what we
were planning to do throughout the year. The result was
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one of our largest years ever with alumni giving and
participation,” he said.

S

till, Barnes sees the gala as having garnered the
most exceptional public response after attracting
about 1,000 alumni, friends, business partners,
faculty, staff and students. “There was a lot of buzz in the
city about the event. People asked me about it almost
everywhere I went...I still get comments about how much
people enjoyed it.”
Although the gala stands out as the most memorable
sesquicentennial event, Barnes takes the most satisfaction
from the team work that it took to bring all of the year’s
events together. “No individual can claim success. This
effort was a great demonstration of how a synergistic team
can make something greater than the sum of its individual
parts.”
Never at a loss for words is President Walter Kimbrough.
When a plan comes together, he routinely takes delight in
crediting Dillard’s alumni for the role that they play. “We
have the best alumni base,” he bragged. “When we put out
the call to give or to assist, they definitely answer.”
Page sees the opportunity of having chaired the gala as
an honor. “Dillard has and will always have that place
in my heart. I consider some in this community as
surrogate family that helped to raise me professionally and
personally. It was my honor and I did not take it lightly.”
Page even divulges that, quiet as it is kept, he actually
wanted to attend Dillard; but his mother preferred that he
stay close in his home state, Oklahoma.
With his dedication to the “Jewel of Gentilly,” Page
has made up for a lot of lost time. He quips that, as a
committee member, he did not get the same opportunity
to enjoy the gala like everyone else. Still, the results of his
team’s work was evident in attendees’ response. “They
wanted more--more Patti, more souvenirs--just more and
in a good way though.”
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Brain Food
Brings It Home,
Ortique Lecture Series
as Strong as Ever
by Eddie Francis and Lauren R.D. Fox

P

resident Walter Kimbrough could not think of a
better way to celebrate 2019 than by bringing
a few folks home for his “Brain Food” series.
Kimbrough wanted the Dillard community to hear from their own
but not before hosting an interesting roster of speakers for the 2018
series.
“In 2018 we hosted a very diverse set of speakers--the founder of #MeToo, a
conservative firebrand Black woman who loves Trump, an iconic director and
award winning journalists,” said the “Brain Food” host.
The 2018 lecture series was about diversity of thought and students took note of that. While Tarana
Burke and Lena Waithe were predictably attractive draws, students’ collective curiosity was piqued by
Candace Owens, according to Kimbrough. “She is a unicorn in many ways. So, I heard students talking about
her coming, studying up on her to ask questions, etc. That was probably the most unlikely one to generate that
kind of interest, but it was great.”
For the 2019 series, Kimbrough thought it only appropriate to have a series that celebrated Dillard’s 150th anniversary. The
year was loaded with insightful talks from Dillard alums Rev. Pat Watson ‘79, Nita Landry ‘03, Lisa Frazier-Page ‘84 and Jericho
Brown ‘98 who brought “Brain Food” to its close. Yes, “Brain Food” made its curtain call. That does not mean the end of thoughtprovoking lectures, however.
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The Justice Revius Ortique Jr. Lecture on Law and Society lives on,
and the series continued to bring powerful speakers to the Dillard
community. In 2018, Pulitzer winner James Forman Jr., Esq., son of
Student Nonviolent Coordination Committee leader James Forman
Sr., visited the University. Forman is known for his New York Times
best-selling book, “Locking Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment in
Black America.”
In 2019, the Ortique lecture followed the year’s theme of alumni
speakers. Board of Trustees chair Michael Jones, Esq., ‘82,
spoke about how HBCUs shape American history and culture
through criminal justice reform, income inequality, voting rights
and election protection. Jones is known throughout the HBCU
community for his pro-bono work against the Maryland Higher
Education Foundation fighting for monetary funding for Morgan
State University, Bowie State University and Coppin State
University, along with the University of Maryland Eastern Shore.
The Justice Revius O. Ortique Jr. Lecture on Law and Society
was launched in 2010 to highlight alumnus Revius O. Ortique Jr.
who became the first African-American justice of the Louisiana
Supreme Court. The lecture showcases the University’s longstanding history and commitment to civil rights engagement.

To Celebrate
AND

TO SERVE

N
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by Eddie Francis

ew Orleans never misses
a celebration and neither
does Dillard. In 2019,
service came to the party.
The Day of Service got
the sesquicentennial
celebration started in
January when members of
the University community
worked with causes and
nonprofit organizations
throughout the Crescent
City.
The Office of Community
and Church Relations
and Center for Student
Engagement and
Leadership (SEAL) teamed

up to disperse University volunteers to
several locations. The highly engaged and
energetic Nick Harris, director of Community
and Church Relations, hosted several events
at the office on Annette Street while Dr.
Courtney Williams, director of SEAL, took on
the city.
Community and Church Relations worked
with Recharge NOLA to assemble rain water
barrels for their Storm Water Management
Workshop. Not only was the Dillard
community involved but the general public
was invited to join.
Harris also partnered with the City of New
Orleans’ Office of Community Development
to educate the community about Section 3
contracting opportunities.
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A

ccording to HUD.gov,
the website of the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development, the
“Section 3 Program requires
that recipients of certain
HUD financial assistance,
to the greatest extent
possible, provide training,
employment, contracting
and other economic
opportunities to low- and
very low-income persons, especially recipients of government
assistance for housing, and to businesses that provide economic
opportunities to low- and very low-income persons.”
A third leg of Community and Church Relations’ Day of Service
activities was with Action Empowerment, Inc. The University
collaborated with them for a financial fitness workshop. Later
in the year was the annual Housing, Health and Community
Resource Fair which always draws a host of New Orleanians and
has grown larger over the years.
SEAL’s Day of Service efforts focused on two partners while

other efforts happened throughout the year. Volunteers spent
their time with the Louisiana SPCA and Second Harvest Food
Bank. However, during the year, volunteers also did everything
from cleaning catch basins throughout Gentilly to cleaning and
painting schools according to Williams.
While neighborhoods, schools and other areas benefited from
having extra hands, volunteers also appeared to benefit. About
volunteers’ reactions to serving, Williams recalls, “We received
overall positive feedback. Most participants wanted to do more
in the community. We even saw an increase in the number of
community service hours being completed by the student body
following the Day of Service.”
The efforts certainly had a profound effect on Williams. At his
core, he sees himself as a “community developer and servant
leader.” Williams relished the opportunity to use the New Orleans
community, itself, as a service learning classroom.
It was not about one-off projects. For Williams, Harris and other
Dillard leaders, serving during the sesquicentennial was about
helping students connect to their surrounding community while
understanding the long term needs of communities on a larger
scale.

Dillard
Dinner en Bleu
gets Chic with

by Lauren R.D. Fox

awarded the founders and proprietors
of the Whitney Plantation, John and
Donna Cummings, with the 2019 Donor
and Humanitarian Award for their
support and guidance. Sybil Haydel
Morial, author and former City of New
Orleans first lady, was presented with
the 2019 Cultural Bearer Award as was
Linda Green “The Yakamein Lady,” New
Orleans Celebrity Chef for shaping
New Orleanian culture. Green has
also assisted in career placement for
Guests were encouraged to wear
students in the Ray Charles Program.
blue cocktail attire for the elegant
The late Leah Chase’s family accepted
sit-down dinner and the proceeds
benefited the Ray Charles Program and her posthumous 2019 President’s
Flame Award for her advocacy and
its students. With the funds, the Ray
Charles program will create an archival philanthropy. The revered chef was a
system of New Orleans’ food culture and champion of the Ray Charles Program;
Chase believed students should be
history. This endeavor will be attained
with curriculum development in the
taught the history behind food culture,
especially in Louisiana.
following areas: food studies minor,
restaurant and catering management
continuing education courses and
The Ray Charles Program launched its
food studies minor for Dillard students
community building lessons with
in Spring 2020. The first two courses
renowned chefs. The Ray Charles
for the Spring 2020 semester were
Program will also host records of
Introduction to Food Studies and the
menus and recipes that date back to
17th-century slavery in New Orleans.
Psychology of Food. The Food Studies
minor involves the governance,
Zella Palmer, endowed chair and
planning, history, design, business
director of the Ray Charles Program
and implementation of food systems
The Ray Charles Program in AfricanAmerican Material Culture hosted
Dinner en Bleu, a chic take on the
Parisian cult classic, Diner en Blanc.
Dinner en Bleu was a contemporary
dinner featuring local guest vocalist,
Erica Falls. Specifically, only 150
guests attended this Founder’s Day
Weekend event to commemorate Dillard
University’s 150th Founding Anniversary.
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within urban and rural environments.
This degree-seeking minor program
provides an integrative approach to
food studies in urban environments,
focused on an introduction to the study
of food that is essential for preparing
the next leaders in this field.
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PRIDE & PURPOSE TAKE
CENTER STAGE AT FOUNDERS
DAY CONVOCATIONS
by Lauren R.D. Fox

2018 FOUNDERS’ DAY CONVOCATION
Dillard University celebrated its 149th
Founder’s Day Convocation on October 21,
2018, with speaker Dr. Henry C. Lacey, a
beloved alum, who graduated from the jewel
of Gentilly’s campus in 1965. The convocation
service was led by members of the senior
class who detailed the history of Dillard and
its impact on the city of New Orleans.
Aside from the seniors’ impressive orating
skills, the audience was blown away by
Dillard University’s choir whose renditions
of “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” “Didn’t My Lord
Deliver Daniel,” and “Lord Make Me More
Holy,” were vocally clear and astounding. As
the program transitioned, Dr. Henry C. Lacey
delivered a message based on recognizing
the company you keep and how it impacts the
culture and community you take space in. As
Lacey continued his speech, he remembered
alumni who walked "The Oaks" and became
household names in their respective
industries. “Institutional culture is serious
business and not a matter to be trifled,"
Lacey shared when speaking about how the
University is the embodiment of the Crescent
City. By using different analogies to allude to
how Dillard is New Orleans, Lacey spoke of
how students organized brass bands to play
on campus. These students later became
prominent jazz legends.
“Our placement and collaboration with the city
of New Orleans are in many ways ideal, for
the delivery of contemporary and collegiate
education. We and other metro cities are

able to do a better job of handling the major
expectations of the collegiate experience—
transforming the teenager into an adult and
enabling a student with comfort and diversity,”
he noted. Students felt revived after Lacey’s
speech and were further affirmed by President
Walter Kimbrough when he reminded them
that 149 years ago, their ancestors were not
afforded the same opportunities that they
now have so it’s important for them to remain
focused on finishing their undergraduate
degrees.
2019 FOUNDERS’ DAY CONVOCATION
Dr. Ruth Simmons, who graduated from the
Jewel of Gentilly’s campus in 1967, was the
celebrated keynote speaker of the 150th
Founders’ Day Convocation. The sunny day
also allowed for parents, family, friends
and staff to celebrate the Class of 2020’s
impending graduation. The convocation
service, led by members of the senior class
and students from Dillard’s Theatre Program,
performed the history of the University for
its founding anniversary. Audience members
were also bowled-over by Dillard University’s
sophomores Lauren and David Rhodes’ vocal
range and talent when they sang “The Prayer,”
as a duet.
The program transitioned with Simmons
delivering her message on owning your voice
to push for the life and career you desire. As
she dropped gems, the former president of
Brown University shared the mishaps she
faced in her career and how she initially
turned down the offer to become president of

the Ivy League institution because she knew
she wouldn’t fit the mold the university’s
board was seeking. After much negotiation,
she accepted the position but it still came
with challenges that Simmons had to
overcome. “They said ‘yes,’ they still wanted
me to become president; they always say
that until something happens,” Simmons
shared, as the audience laughed. Simmons
continued to note that upon her appointed
start date, she began to investigate the history
of Brown’s involvement with the United States
slave trade. Her decision to look into the dark
side of the university’s history ruffled feathers,
with some noting that an African-American
working at the institution should not attempt
to raise issues. Simmons clapped back to
that notion by stating: “Who else has better
standing to raise that issue other than an
African-American?”
Simmons with her fiery yet affable personality
continued to reveal other life blunders, like
the time she almost didn’t graduate Dillard.
The present-day Prairie View A&M University
president felt the Chapel attendance
requirement to graduate was unnecessary
and exclusive of those who weren’t of the
Protestant faith (even though her own
father was a minister). Despite the adversity,
Simmons declared that Dillard helped her
find her voice and gave her the courage to
stand up for what she believed in. A child of
sharecroppers, Simmons continues to use her
voice by implementing policies in highereducation that will help those who are less
fortunate.

D
HOMECOMING
AND
CORONATION

2019

by Eddie Francis and
India Walton

It was “A Sparkling Soirée”
for the 2019 Coronation.
The historic Carver Theater
in Tremé was transformed
into a haven for Bleu Devil
royalty as the University
community honored the
84th Miss Dillard University
Brianna Thomas and the
14th Mr. Dillard University
Todd Welch Jr. Only a
couple of weeks later,
Dillard began to wind
down a memorable year
with Homecoming 2019.
University photographer
Sabree Hill was on hand for
both celebrations.
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Dr. Walter Kimbrough and Adria Kimbrough pose with Miss Dillard
and Mister Dillard University along with the rest of the 2019-2020
Royal Court (l. to r.) Terrence Gragg II, DeJoan Mitchell, Anthony
Harrell, Nia Randolph, Mishayla Murrell, Mekhi Hayes, Chandler
McBride and Spencer Jones

Three generations
of elegance. The 44th
Miss Dillard University
Dr. Eartha Johnson
‘80 and the 14th Miss
Dillard University Betty
L. Johnson ‘50 share a
moment with Brianna
Thomas ‘20.
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up
^theLighting
room. Dejoan

Mitchell and
Terrence Gragg, II,
along with the rest
of the Royal Court,
perform the Royal
Waltz.

All smiles. Brianna Thomas
and Todd Welch Jr. soak up
the moment.

Follow the leaders.
Student Government
Association president
Traelon Rodgers, Kaylan
Tanner and Indya Lusk
ride down Elysian Fields
Avenue on the Student
Leader float.
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1

Chaaarge!
Freshman forward/
center Taylor Dewitt
makes her way to
the court for the
homecoming battle
versus LeMoyne-Owen
College.

2

Taking it to the
streets. The 2019
Homecoming parade
expanded its route
to include Gentilly
Boulevard and Elysian
Fields Avenue. Here, the
Cheer Devils entertain
Dillard’s neighbors.

3

Numero uno. Brielle
Sylvain, Camryn
Jackson, Alexis Pigg and
Kaylan Tanner get ready
for the homecoming
basketball game.

4

Heeey, nah! One of
Mardi Gras’ most
famous and charming
fixtures, the Baby
Dolls, joined DU for the
homecoming parade.

3
1

4

5

2

5

Back home. WVUETV news reporter
Kristi Coleman ‘11,
pictured with Drs. Marc
Barnes (l.) and Roland
Bullard Jr. (r.) served as
the 2019 Homecoming
grand marshall.

Voices
PURPOSE
of

Photographer Sabree Hill

T

2.

he University’s sesquicentennial celebration came
to a close with the 83rd Annual Holiday Concert.
The resonant, clear, soul-filled voices of Dillard’s
storied Concert Choir wafted throughout Lawless Memorial
Chapel in the yearly free performance for the New Orleans
community to enjoy.

1

That says it all. The Concert Choir shares a hearty laugh
and a joyful moment prior to the 2018 Holiday Concert.
Contralto Sunj Victor ‘17 delivers a deeply emotional
and stirring rendition of “He Never Said a
Mumbalin’ Word” at the 2018 Holiday Concert.

2
3

Moved in the Spirit. The VisionQuest Liturgical
Dancers are featured as the choir performs “For Every
Mountain” at the 2018 concert.

4
6

1.

Voices from the East. The Chinese Female
Ensemble performs “The Song of Honghu” at
the 2019 Holiday Concert.

On key and ready. The Concert Choir wows the
audience as they begin the 83rd Annual Holiday
Concert, themed “A Child is Born!”

5

All in together. The Dillard University Female Octet
perform “Children Go Where I Send Thee.”

7

When the teacher sings… Wen Zhang, D.M.A.,
assistant professor of voice, performs Giulio
Caccini’s “Ave Maria” in 2019.
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8
9
10

Well-deserved honor. Cortheal Clark, chair of the School of
Humanities and associate professor of Dillard Theatre, is
honored for his tireless efforts at the 2019 Holiday Concert.
Show stoppers. Lauren Rhodes (l.) and David Rhodes (r.)
turn in their customary star-quality performance with “The
Prayer.”
Event MCs Rev. Earnest Salsberry ‘06 and Renee Miller Dolliole
‘06 get the audience to their feet.

11

7.

He approves. Dillard University Concert Choir director,
S. Carter Davenport, gives an approving smile at the
83rd Annual Holiday Concert.

6.

8.

9.

11.

5.
10.

ATHLETICS

As Dedicated as Ever to
the Habit of Excellence
by Eddie Francis

T

he energy surrounding Bleu Devil Athletics has been electric over the past few
seasons. All of the teams earned their fair share of hardware to add to Dent Hall
while the Billy Ray Hobley Gala celebrated Dillard’s athletics legends in style.
In the midst of celebration, the NAIA named Dillard as a 2018-2019 Champions of
Character Five-Star Institution Silver Level Award winner for promoting the league’s
five core values of integrity, respect, responsibility, sportsmanship, and servant
leadership.
At the same time, Dr. Kiki Baker Barnes’ leadership continued to garner attention. The
ball started rolling in 2018 when the director of Athletics was named to the board
of directors of the Minority Opportunities Athletic Association, an organization that
promotes equitable employment opportunities for people of color and women in
athletics. That same year, she was honored by the New Orleans Pelicans for Black
History Month and by New Orleans CityBusiness as Woman of the Year. That wasn’t
enough.
In 2019, Baker Barnes’ leadership was displayed on a bigger stage. The National
Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics announced her as an Under Armour
Athletic Director of the Year, an accomplishment that was covered by The Undefeated.
Baker Barnes was also named president of the NAIA Athletic Directors Association
Board of Directors and interim president of the Gulf Coast Athletic Conference.
Knowing Baker Barnes, that’s still not enough.
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BASKETBALL

O

n the hardwood, the Bleu Devils ruled the Gulf Coast
Athletic Conference (GCAC) with a championship
“three-peat.” The champions finished their 2017-2018
campaign with an impressive 21-10 record and a trip to
the second round of the NAIA Tournament before falling to
LSU-Shreveport in a 70-67 thriller. The 2018-2019 season
ended with a loss to Edward Waters in the GCAC Tournament
championship game.
Individually, a host of Bleu Devils earned postseason honors.
To top off the 2017-2018 season, Quinton Jackson, Joshua
Simmons and Patrick Thompson were named to the NAIA
All-America team. Simmons was also included on the
Louisiana Sports Writers Association (LSWA) All-State Men’s
College Basketball team. In 2018-2019, Jessie Ward was the
bright spot after being named an NAIA all-American.
The Lady Bleu Devils were not to be outdone. They finished
their 2017-2018 season 23-6 and ranked 19th in the NAIA
Coaches’ Poll after losing to Montana Western in the first

round of the NAIA tournament. Even better, the team was
honored by HBCU Digest as their Women’s Team of the Year.
Having reached the NAIA Tournament again in 2018-2019,
the women’s team finished 21-12, suffering a loss to FreedHardeman in the first round.
One Lady Bleu Devil who drew a lot of attention was
Alyssa Washington. Two years in a row, she made the NAIA
All-America team; and Washington was also named to
the LWSA All-State Women’s College Basketball. In 2018,
Alexia McDonald joined Washington as an all-American.
In 2019, Shaelynn Moore joined Washington as part of the
Daktronics-NAIA Scholar-Athlete Team for excellence in
the classroom. Moore also earned a Diverse 2019 Arthur
Ashe, Jr. Sports Award before being named the University’s
salutatorian. Adriiana Jackson did her part to demonstrate
DU Athletics’ “relentless excellence” by earning her way onto
the HBCU Buzz Top 30 Under 30 list.

ATHLETICS

T

VOLLEYBALL

he volleyball team took it up a notch from the 2016 season, going 9-3 in the GCAC and 19-18
overall in 2017. Despite a 19-19 record in 2018, the Lady Bleu Devils made another good showing
in conference with a 10-4 record. In 2019, the team again went 10-4 and finished as the GCAC
Tournament runners-up.
The Lady Bleu Devils were well-represented in 2018 postseason honors. Earning GCAC honors were
Alexis Barnett, Defender of the Year, and Desiré Neal who earned Freshman of the Year. Tristan Cojoe
was also named to the all-conference team. Neal was also named to the 2018 LSWA All-Louisiana team.
Unice Kamui was named a Daktronics-NAIA Scholar-Athlete.

T

he volleyball team took it up a notch from the 2016 season, going
9-3 in the GCAC and 19-18 overall in 2017. Despite a 19-19 record
in 2018, the Lady Bleu Devils made another good showing in
conference with a 10-4 record. In 2019, the team again went 10-4 and
finished as the GCAC Tournament runners-up.
The Lady Bleu Devils were well-represented in 2018 postseason honors.
Earning GCAC honors were Alexis Barnett, Defender of the Year, and
Desiré Neal who earned Freshman of the Year. Tristan Cojoe was also
named to the all-conference team. Neal was also named to the 2018
LSWA All-Louisiana team. Unice Kamui was named a Daktronics-NAIA
Scholar-Athlete.
The volleyball team took it up a notch from the 2016 season, going 9-3
in the GCAC and 19-18 overall in 2017. Despite a 19-19 record in 2018, the
Lady Bleu Devils made another good showing in conference with a
10-4 record. In 2019, the team again went 10-4 and finished as the GCAC
Tournament runners-up.
The Lady Bleu Devils were well-represented in 2018 postseason honors.
Earning GCAC honors were Alexis Barnett, Defender of the Year, and
Desiré Neal who earned Freshman of the Year. Tristan Cojoe was also
named to the all-conference team. Neal was also named to the 2018
LSWA All-Louisiana team. Unice Kamui was named a Daktronics-NAIA
Scholar-Athlete.
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CROSS COUNTRY
TRACK AND FIELD

I

n cross country, two Lady Bleu Devils represented the
“Jewel of Gentilly” in championships. Hydeia Barney, in
2018, competed in the NAIA Championships in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa after placing fourth at the GCAC Championship.
At the 2019 GCAC Championship, Tairah Jackson placed third
as did Dillard’s team.
In track and field, the Bleu Devils won the GCAC
Championship triple jump in 2018 qualifying for the national
meet. The national team also included the 4x100 team of
Darrien Shepherd, Deshawn Odom, Elliott Cleveland, Tyrone

Barrow and Stephano Flowers. Shepherd also qualified for
the 100 and 200 meter sprints.
In 2019, the NAIA Championship qualifiers included Barrow,
Shepherd, Flowers and Odom returning with Akia Armstrong
and Cody Branch added to the mix. Branch ran the 100
meters and joined the 4x100 team. Armstrong competed in
the long jump. The relay team finished 17th in the nation. At
the 2019 GCAC Championship, Tavis Baptiste was a runnerup in the hammer throw.

ATHLETICS

GALA
DILLARD
UNIVERSITY
SPORTS HALL
OF FAME
AND BILLY
RAY HOBLEY
SCHOLARSHIP
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I

n 2018 and 2019, Bleu Devil faithful were treated to
impressive hall of fame classes and an event that brought
back fond memories for former DU athletes. The Dillard
University Sports Hall of Fame honors former athletes,
coaches and University administrators who epitomize the
athletics department’s mission of excellence in competition
and career and civic engagement.
Dillard Athletics, in conjunction with the A.S.K. Billy Ray
Hobley Foundation, recognizes those who demonstrate a
commitment to community service while representing the
ideals of former Bleu Devil and all-star Billy Ray Hobley.
The event raises thousands of dollars for scholarships and
serves as the kick-off for the Allstate Sugar Bowl Bleu Devil
Classic Weekend.
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2018 Hall of Fame
Inductees
Melanie Davis, women’s basketball - First woman to officiate an NCAA men’s basketball tournament game
in 2002
Ronald Henderson, track and field - 1960 Olympic Trial qualifier
Charles Hightower, men’s basketball - 1980 NBA draft pick
Billy Ray Hobley, men’s basketball - Harlem Globetrotters, 1977-1998
Pamela Jiles, track and field - 1976 Olympic Gold and Silver medalist
George Johnson, men’s basketball - NBA player, 1970-1984
Jackie Franklin McKinney, women’s basketball - First female All-American at Dillard and holds 11 DU
women’s basketball records.
Ariel Mitchell, women’s basketball - Harlem Globetrotters and European League, 2012-2014
Alfredo Ott, men’s basketball - European League, 2005-present
Malbert Pradd, men’s basketball - ABA player, 1967-1969

2018 Honorees
Legacy Award Honorees, Lewis Anderson and Mattie J. Hobley
Billy Ray Hobley Scholarship Recipients
Adriiana Jackson
Daniel Reed
Shelby Stewart
Bleu Flame of Excellence Award Honoree, “Sweet Lou” Dunbar

2019 Hall of Fame Inductees
150th Anniversary Enshrinement Category
1935 football team
1965 football team
1969-70 men’s basketball senior class, the Magnificent Seven Plus One:
Milton Andrews, Johnny Chaney, Eugene Clem, George Johnson, Bobby Smith, Joe Taylor, Johnny Traylor and Erol Ware
1971 men’s swim team
1975 NAIA Men’s Indoor Track and Field Championship mile relay team:
Ronald Cojoe, Anthony Johnson, Clarence Jones and Marlon White
1983-1984 NAIA Women’s Basketball Championship Semifinalists
Athlete Category
Dennis Detiege, men’s golf
John Glapion, football
Johnny Shelwood, football
Eugene Thomas, men’s basketball
Zachary Winfield, men’s track and field
Team Category
2000-2001 men’s basketball team
2001-2002 men’s basketball team
Coach Category
Dr. Jimmie R. Singleton, men’s basketball
Billy Ray Hobley Scholarship Recipients
Jasmine Elliott
Kia Smith
Bleu Flame of Excellence
Ronald V. Burns Sr. ‘73
Paul Valteau ‘69
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2019
OVER $500,000 RAISED!

2020
OVER $780,000 RAISED!
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The Gift of Belief

by Eddie Francis

I

t could be said that to give to something is to believe in
something. When Kimberly Woodard and the Office of
Development team approach donors, they are looking for
believers. They are also asking these philanthropists to make
an investment. Woodard, who is the director of Development,
sees giving to Dillard as believing in the work and product
that the University produces as well as a commitment to
seeing the University’s growth and sustainability for another
150 years and
beyond.

There are also
those who love a
challenge. Alumni,
for example, are
always eager
to support their
alma mater
when directly
challenged.
Major donors,
however, have
gravitated toward
the challenge of
GivingTuesday.
Having invested
over a half million dollars in 2019, alumni, major donors, the
campus community and other supporters made a tremendous
statement. Woodard glows when talking about the challenge
of GivingTuesday, because she notes that the belief has
been that only large universities are successful on that
day. “But each year, our donors prove that thought wrong!”
she belts with an infectious, gravelly, joyful laugh. The 2019
GivingTuesday is the most the University has raised so far.
Without question, Dillard’s development team is tireless in
their efforts. Woodard is quick to note, “each member of the
staff believes in Dillard and the product it produces and the
Office of Development, as a collective, is committed to the
growth of the University 300 percent.” Woodard proudly points
out that each team member strives to provide each donor with
a personal touch. “We may be a small staff but each person is
going over and beyond to ensure the integrity, innovation, and
its fundraising efforts,” she says.
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Dillard’s success in fundraising is made possible by yet
another investment--that of the University’s. Development
expanded the database team which has improved recordkeeping and reporting. Not only has that helped the University
keep up with alumni and private donors, but it has also
enhanced Dillard’s ability to manage private grant funding.
That challenges the Development team to level up, and they
are happy to accept it because of their belief in Dillard.
While those
successes
are sure to
bring smiles
to supporters,
Dillard needs
more believers.
Investments
need to be made
in many areas
(anyone on
campus would
quickly point
to facilities and
student retention),
so Development
is hard at work
cultivating the next generation of believers. Woodard does not
hesitate to chat with current students about what it means to
give.
“Once you have an open and honest conversation about what
it costs to run an institution and what we must do to get
scholarships on campus for students it becomes crystal clear.
I like to use the example of your parents telling you to turn off
the lights in the house. When you ask a student can they even
imagine what a light bill looks like for a university it gets real...
real quick,” says the Development director.
In 2019, Dillard donors’ collective belief was tested. From
the 150th Founding Gala to GivingTuesday, donors met the
challenge and showed how much they are willing to invest in
DU.
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CATEGORY FY19
$500,000-$99,999,999 - ($500,000.00 + )
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The United Methodist Church
United Negro College Fund, Inc.
$100,000-$499,999 - ($100,000.00 + )
Benjamin Hill, Ann L.
Dillard, David B. and Anna
Hyatt Regecy Hotel
Jones, Michael D., Esq. and Shaun S.
Verizon Foundation
$50,000-99,999 - ($50,000.00 + )
AccessLex Institute
Crescent Capital Consulting, Inc
Georges, Dathel and John
Goldring Family Foundation
Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation, Inc.
Anonymous
Peltier-Cockrell, Serena
United Church of Christ Local Church Ministries
Wisdom, Andrew B.
$25,000-$49,999 - ($25,000.00 + )
Anderson, Ronald L. and Beverly J.
AT&T Foundation
Cox Communications
Kimbrough, Walter M., Ph.D. and Adria
Lawless Trust
Leslie, Allen L.
Louisiana Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church
Mason, Frank J.
Omega Psi Phi
Roché, Joyce M.
Sodexo Inc & Affiliates
The John Coulter, Jr. & Barbara R. Coulter Trust
Thurgood Marshall College Fund
$10,000-24,999 - ($10,000.00 + )
Coca Cola Bottling Company United, Inc.
Cooper, Donald R. and Lisbeth
Cummings, John III
Cumulus
Dillard University Alumni Assoc-Washington DC
Dillard University National Alumni Association (DUNAA)
DRC Investments
ExxonMobil Match Gift Foundation
Kimbrough, Walter L. and Marjorie L.
Ledyard National Bank
Liberty Bank & Trust Company
McDonald, Alden, Jr.
Muriel E. and Edward Wachter Chariable Foundation
Nunnally, Brenda R.
Scholarship Foundation of New Orleans
Sizeler, I. William
United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana

WDSU Channel 6 News
$5,000-$9,999 - ($5,000.00 + )
Allstate Sugar Bowl - New Orleans
American Express Charity Trust Account
American Honda Motor Co. Inc.
Anderson, Rochester, Jr.
Bonner, Jannie T., Ret.
Boyle, Kim M.
Bruno, Ayneka S.
Burns, Ronald V., Sr. and Sheila
CCI (Crystal Clear Imaging)
Chase, Edgar L. III and Alva
Chase, Leah and Dooky
Colgate-Palmolive Company
Commission on Colleges SACS
Curwick, Jan
Daughters of Charity Services New Orleans
Davidson, Marie S.
Documart
Dooky Chase Restaurant
DUNAA-Houston
Eustis Benefits, LLC
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Glapion, Gail W.
Global Parking Systems/Burns Management Group
Greater New Orleans Foundation
Griffin, Michael G. and Tracie L.
Head, Delphanie D. M.D.
Hess, William “Bill” C. and Susan
Jewish Endowment Foundation
Julian, Barbara W.
Knight, Shirley M.
Lee, Alfred J.
Louisiana Seafood Promotion & Marketing Board
McNeal, Glenda
Merchant, Roland S., Jr.
Moore-Lee, Regenia A.
Norris, Alfred L., Sr. and Mackie H.
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Pearson Education
Perrault, Dorothy J.
The Philadelphia Foundation
Pickens, Roland T.
Pryce, Ulric Y. and Yvonne W.
Sean M. Bruno Certified Public Accountants
Simons, James and Marilyn
Singleton, Eric M. and Theresa Z.
Sullivan, David L. and Mushell I.
Teamer, Charles C., Sr. and Mary
Tom Joyner Foundation
Washington, Earl E.
$1,000-$4,999 - ($1,000.00 + )
Agwaramgbo, Eucharia and Lovell E.
Alpha One Greek & Promotional Items LLC
Amos, Charles E. and Gwendolyn A.
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MANY THANKS
to our Eminent Presidential Associates
Lovell E. Agwaramgbo, Ph.D.
Lewis E. Anderson
Marc A. Barnes, Ph.D.
Kiki B. Barnes, Ph.D.
John Bossier
William Bradford
Tiffany Hawkins-Brunson
Theodore Callier
Shriley Coaston
George Coaston Sr.
Linda Davis
Marie Davidson
David Dillard
Geraldine Doplemore-Jones
James J. Garland
Dreina Gary-Robinson
Claiborne D. Haughton
Linda Haughton
Charline Y. Jacob
Edna M. James
Barbara W. Julian
Walter M. Kimbrough, Ph.D.
Adria Kimbrough, J.D.

Marjorie Kimbrough
Alfred J. Lee
Alvin S. Lee
Allen L. Leslie
Gloria H. Lett
Renee Rhoten-Morris
Yolanda Nimmer-Williams
Constance D. Parks
Serena Peltier-Cockrell
Dorothy J. Perrault
Renee Rhoten-Morris
Tracy L. Sims, Ed.D.
Frederick Staidum Jr.
Richard Stewart
William Sutton, Ph.D.
Hazel Tanner
Bettie Varnado
Jimmie N. Varnado
Gwendolyn C. Walker
Earl E. Washington
Philomena West
Kimberly Woodard

To be a Dillard Eminent Presidential Associate is to mark extraordinary support for one of the
nation's most storied HBCUs, and participation in the program guarantees stability in the
University's annual giving percentages. For more information about being an Eminent
Presidential Associate, email development@dillard.edu.
Mispelling or omission? Please call at 504.816.4580.

Special
DEDICATION

to the

of

2020
T

here is no way around it.
The global college class of
2020 had the most unusual
and underwhelming exit from college
that any global college class has
experienced in most of our lifetimes.
The Dillard Class of 2020 was no
different. While the University worked
tirelessly to make sure that the
newest Bleu Devil alumni would have
their commencement exercises later
in the year, it is lost on no one that the
COVID-19 pandemic robbed them of
the traditional spring day on the Rosa
Keller Freeman Avenue of the Oaks.
Dillard University Class of 2020, this
section of Dillard Today is dedicated
to you.
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On May 9, 2020, the University held its Virtual Degree Conferral to celebrate the completion
of the Class of 2020’s journey at Dillard. The well-produced event was well-received on
social media as this image of President Kimbrough became an iconic reminder of Dillard’s
efforts to honor its newest alumni.

Student athlete Amara Edwards (right)
gives sophomore Langston Carter-Price a
raffle ticket during Giving Tuesday.
Track and field athletes are honored, along
with senior members of the volleyball
team, basketball teams, Cheer Devils and
DU Diamonds, during Senior Night.
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Daizha Norris looks pretty satisfied
after the Lady Bleu Devils’ 62-52
victory over Xavier at the Allstate
Sugar Bowl Bleu Devil Classic.

Members of the Class of 2020 at the 150th
anniversary Founders’ Day Convocation.
Todd Welch Jr., the 14th Mr. Dillard, helps keep DU fans
fired up at the Allstate Sugar Bowl Bleu Devil
Classic.

Mary Richard speaks at the Founders’ Day Convocation.
The 84th Miss Dillard Brianna Jones gets the newest Bleu
Devils going at SOAR.
The Concert Choir performs their annual Spring Concert at
Trinity Episcopal Church.
Students try to WHACK each other during Homecoming
Week.

Dillard University

Congratulations

of

2020
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Seantrell Lemar gets ready for the first day of the academic
year with the help of student success vice president, Dr.
Roland Bullard.
Breanna Bailey and Devontre Parker (right) take a moment
with registrar Robert Mitchell Jr. (left) as the year gets started.
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2020 BACCALAUREATE DEGREE RECIPIENTS
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Austin Joshua Thomas
Financial Economics

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE College of Arts
and Science

Tayler Monique Celestine
Accounting

Bachelor of Arts

Andrew Stephen Dickerson
English

Sondriahn Sade' Smallwood
Music

Aaliyah Nicole Wood
Psychology

Leah Jaclyn Erby
English

Aaron Jamal Brown
Political Science

Krystian Chanel Broussard
Social Work

Erienne Reniajal Lewis
English

Stephanie Simone Coates
Political Science

Chrishel Crenise Crawford
Social Work

Asjah Monet Robinson
Accounting

Richaniqua Dickerson
Chemistry

Léhana Diketé Lewis
English

Anthony Demetrius Harrell, Jr. Alvian Deontray Delandro
Political Science
Social Work

Jade Olivia Roy
Accounting

Brittany Nicól Allen
Criminal Justice

Ty’rion Iviance Richards
English

Mary Jewel Faith Jenkins
Political Science

Ashley NaKayla Jack
Social Work

Mike Scott
Accounting

Derriah Brown
Criminal Justice

Telisa Marie Sanders
English

Jordan Christopher Johnson
Political Science

Curtez Shania Joseph
Social Work

Bianca Marie Wallace
Accounting

Rachelle Sierra Carter
Criminal Justice

Naomi Nicole Thomas
English

Bria Elaine Jones
Political Science

Raheem Leranzo Nguyen
Social Work

Angel Tia Wesley
Accounting

Ashlyn Ja’Corey Green
Criminal Justice

Leah Catherine West
English

Ke'Ryne Brejai Smith
Political Science

Ashley Rene Shropshire
Social Work

Alexis Breon Barnett
Business Administration

Jordan Larenzo Hamilton
Criminal Justice

Jakari Jyles Lister
Film

Akia Shala Armstrong
Psychology

Kayla Banks
Theatre Arts

Jean-Marck Charles
Business Adminstration

LaDrienna ChriShay Howze
Criminal Justice

Nijah Naomi Narcisse
Film

Tavis Anthony Baptiste
Psychology

Elizabeth Elmore D'Orville
Theatre Arts

Isiah Demontray Coleman
Business Administration

Ashley Ann Keeler
Criminal Justice

Victoria Youngblood
Film

Brandi Marie Billingsley
Psychology

Courtney Adele Edwards
Theatre Arts

Taeler Grace Dillon
Business Administration

Martaz W. Lynch
Criminal Justice

Sherick London Boone
Mass Communication

Azia Jon-Jeana Bostic
Psychology

Ninyaka A'lmetra White
Theatre Arts

Jasmine N. Elliott
Business Administration

LaShantanise Fantasia Miller
Criminal Justice

Joshua Isaiah Foster
Mass Communication

Dominique Nichelle Cole
Psychology

Myron Lyndell Solomon Jr.
Visual Arts

Guyana Maria Jarreau
Business Administration

Tyson Gregory Moss
Criminal Justice

Nyaira Kishon-Sofyne Harris MaKayla Breyon Collins
Mass Communication
Psychology

Cammy Natasha Marie White
Visual Arts

Dominique Marion Johnson
Business Administration

Linda Sturdivant Mumphrey
Criminal Justice

Keseree Korynn Hopkins
Mass Communication

Jasmyne Jockerra Cooks
Psychology

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Derick LaBostrie Jr.
Business Administration

Warren Devante Neal III
Criminal Justice

Toenisha Donjay Hudson
Mass Communication

Markia Ja'Shea Ferrell
Psychology

Anika Jeri Gail Anderson
Biology

Kyandra De’jane’ Murphy
Business Administration

Dawn Ashley Penn
Criminal Justice

John Fitzgerald Lawson, II
Mass Communication

Cierra JeNae Haynesworth
Psychology

Alana Breann Andrew-Fortune
Biology

Ruth Anne Pierre
Business Administration

Shawndrea Arielle Pierre
Criminal Justice

Lauren Ashley Maupin
Mass Communication

Kayla Mariah Hicks
Psychology

Georniesha Baham
Biology

Nia Alena Randolph
Business Administration

Nadia Aleah Sam
Criminal Justice

Taj Dion Odem
Mass Communication

Joseph G.A. Hogan
Psychology

Breanna Geraldine Bailey
Biology

Aaron Eugene Rouzan
Business Administration

Shaniece Mariah Sargent
Criminal Justice

Xaiver Rahzel Randolph
Mass Communication

Deja Monyea Holland
Psychology

Destiny N. Brown
Biology

Taylor Mikel Stephenson
Business Administration

Donnaka Maria Schnyder
Criminal Justice

Nicholas Allen Ross
Mass Communication

Charlonda Roxanne Holmes
Psychology

Ebony Ephesians Brown
Biology

Jazmine Ann Thibodeaux
Business Administration

Parris Erica Alexis Shaw
Criminal Justice

Ronishia Ashley Sterling
Mass Communication

Revis Rochaun Jackson Jr.
Psychology

Trashayla Shellnece Nicole Bryant
Biology

Brianna Elise Thomas
Business Administration

Maxine Raymonique Smith-Robinson Brandy Nicole Stewart
Criminal Justice
Mass Communication

Haneesha Jasmine James
Psychology

I'riyonn Candis Buggage
Biology

Sierra Matilda Trim
Business Administration

Jasmine Charmaine Smothers
Criminal Justice

Rodricka Shn'a Taylor
Mass Communication

Cristela Jimenez Muñoz
Psychology

Precious Ophelia Butler
Biology

George Bright Aidoo Jr.
Financial Economics

Jaylen Stamps
Criminal Justice

India Andrea Walton
Mass Communication

Courtney Ayanna Landry
Psychology

Makeedah Salaam Collins
Biology

Kandace Rhylee Jones-Webb
Financial Economics

Allison Jeanette Thomas
Criminal Justice

Daniesha Raylin Weathersby Terrianna Keytrell McGraw
Mass Communication
Psychology

Ashley Erin Cotton
Biology

Quincy Rayshawn Laurent Jr.
Financial Economics

LiljoseMarie Tompkins
Criminal Justice

Christina Nicole Woodard
Mass Communication

Quamel Trequan Sessoms
Psychology

Deliliah DaShawn Davis
Biology

Jamika Patrice Mack
Financial Economics

Armani LaSalle Watts
Criminal Justice

Jeanique Billingsley
Music

Hadiya Husania Rosetta Smith Roniqua Cherre Davis
Psychology
Biology

2020 BACCALAUREATE DEGREE RECIPIENTS
Brianna Elise Finch
Biology

Naterica T. Jones
Chemistry

Brea Janae' Allen
Public Health

Shanshan Ren
Public Health

Tiler Shadell Gay
Biology

Alexis Pigg
Chemistry

Teon Michelle Allen
Public Health

Thadzhane' LaMildra Richardson
Public Health

Kennedy Paige Gibson
Biology

Alexcia Jordan Pugh
Chemistry

Bruce Batiste
Public Health

Darrien Mikal Shepherd
Public Health

Kewante Jaszmine Holmes
Biology

Amara Masada Edwards Coulibaly
Computer Science

Jessica Nordine Beard
Public Health

Deja R. Smith
Public Health

Bailie Shanae Jackson
Biology

Glenae' Monique Guidry
Computer Science

Itseme Libriya Braimoh
Public Health

Ga'Lisa Ashley Steward
Public Health

Jordan Aislynn Johnson
Biology

Elliott Usher Hudson
Computer Science

Amira Ayan Brooks
Public Health

Raenique Celeste Sylve
Public Health

Ma-Kayla Elexus Christine Johnson
Biology

Aria Simone Lowery
Computer Science

Stephany Mariah Burton
Public Health

Rayna Christi Thomas
Public Health

Macharia Magdalene Kirk
Biology

Jalen Daymond Moore
Computer Science

Truman Lamont Campbell
Public Health

Destiny Jo'van Waller
Public Health

Milynn C'elegance Lawless
Biology

Daizha Norris
Computer Science

Chantel Anona Carriere
Public Health

Jessie James Ward III
Public Health

Marley Arianna Lee
Biology

Deshawn Lamone Odom
Computer Science

Curtrell India Charles
Public Health

Logan Raiyanna Williams
Public Health

Seantrell A'Ryan Lemar
Biology

Kennedy Iman Stewart
Computer Science

Tristan Monet Cojoe
Public Health

Connor Kano Dailey
Urban Studies & Public Policy

Darrielle Ann Lumar
Biology

Richard Louis Triplett Jr.
Computer Science

Elizabeth Davis
Public Health

Sydney Leigh Pelichet
Urban Studies & Public Policy

Shamaya, Mone' Martin
Biology

Tre'Shayne Michael Tuircuit
Computer Science

Terriona Jasmine Fletcher
Public Health

Tyler Cach’e Racklin
Urban Studies & Public Policy

KiaJuanda Shayne’ Alyssia McDaniels
Biology

Whitney Kerryionne Washington
Computer Science

Carniece Bruelle Darnette Greer
Public Health

Kandall Euclid Smith
Urban Studies & Public Policy

Racheal Bianca Mulondo
Biology

Racheal Nia West
Computer Science

Shatoia Marie Jackson
Public Health

Essence Jay'leah Thomas
Urban Studies & Public Policy

Gabriel Ashton Orange
Biology

Dale Williams
Computer Science

Dominique S. Jones
Public Health

COLLEGE OF Nursing

Dazjah LaVon Samuels
Biology

Mikahla Darlene Anderson
Mathematics and Actuarial Science

Tomisha Marie Joseph
Public Health

Rashaan Corwin Bass
Nursing

Allegra Joy Slaughter
Biology

Rachel Renee´ Blackstone
Mathematics and Actuarial Science

Kieyonie Cieara June
Public Health

Yolanda LaFrance Brooks
Nursing

Naya' Aude'L Slaughter
Biology

Kerrioyn Marie Gilmore
Mathematics and Actuarial Science

Kasi Iman Kilo
Public Health

Gernice Iris Brown
Nursing

Carl-Janel Cynetrea Lyntrella Smith
Biology

Oladipupo Kazeem Olafuyi
Mathematics and Actuarial Science

Trzur Dawnzel Ronae Lee
Public Health

Shondra Lanieka Casby
Nursing

Kia Alicia Smith
Biology

Billie Rhapsody Addison
Physics

Ty'Quieria La'Shon Lodge
Public Health

LaKesha Monique Favis-Spencer
Nursing

Cierra Monique Swington
Biology

Ezell Remon Bridges
Physics

Aaliyah Marrero
Public Health

Kimberly Nicole Greenwood
Nursing

Kyonna LaTroia Taylor
Biology

Bria Keisan Burras
Physics

Daija Dee Malia Mayfield
Public Health

Brandi Latrice Jackson
Nursing

J'dah Iman Chanel Thibeaux
Biology

Kentrez Morris
Physics

Yasmeen Jatori Nealy
Public Health

Cheryl Rodgers McGinnis
Nursing

Raven Alicia Walker
Biology

Kevin Thompson
Physics

Teira Remona Nickerson
Public Health

Ananda A. Whitsett
Biology

Dante LaDrake Webb II
Physics

Jaliah Elice Pabon
Public Health

Nicole Renee' Bougere'
Chemistry

Todd Antonio Welch Jr.
Physics

Devontre' O'Chey Parker
Public Health

Corneisja Harrison
Chemistry

Jamaya Brianna Wilson
Physics

Tiara Moná Pullen
Public Health
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