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Hidden Figures
No, I’m not talking about the great movie with honorary Dillard alumna Janelle Monae! I’m
talking about the impact of Hurricane Ida. I have just completed my tenth hurricane season. Remember, I’m a kid from Atlanta, so all of this was new to me when I arrived in 2012. And just
like clockwork, Hurricane Isaac welcomed me to New Orleans. We sent students to Shreveport,
only had a few days on campus without power, and had minimal damage.
Not too bad, I thought.
Ida, however, was bigger and stronger than Isaac – and scarier. I stayed in town thinking the
models were correct which kept it far enough away to lessen the impact; but as we know, the
storm shifted east. Later, there was a massive power outage that completely shut down the entire
city. Weeks went by before all power was restored, supply chains were disrupted, and we have
still not returned to regular garbage service throughout many New Orleans neighborhoods.
While we didn’t have anywhere near the catastrophic damage of Katrina, where water poured
into campus, Ida has proven to be costly. But the costs were hidden. Over a week without power
meant buildings needed to be dried out to remediate potential mold. The big window for the
chapel was blown out allowing the elements days to impact the facilities making it unusable all
semester and going into the spring. Preparing the residence halls for return included questionable environmental readings, forcing our on campus apartments to be closed for almost the
entire term (but thankfully only one unit had serious issues).
Getting students from campus and back, campus remediation, unexpected hotel costs, and major
work needed for Lawless Chapel was expensive. While looking at the campus the damage didn’t
look bad, there was a cost, a hidden figure.
But we completed the term successfully, including hosting Founders’ Day, coronation, and
homecoming. Women’s volleyball won the regular season championship, and both women’s
and men’s cross country won the conference titles. Students continue to achieve success in their
majors and future professions while faculty write and are awarded grants.
And don’t forget, we’re still in a pandemic but have had very few cases all semester.
As we go forward, we must plan for future hidden figures. Make no mistake, global warming is
real. Ida moved so quickly that there was no time to enact our emergency plan. In fact, it really
is obsolete in an era when storms like Ida, and Laura last year in Lake Charles, can ramp up
overnight and do major damage. And the fact is that every storm is unique, so the forecasts are
simply that, and they change every few hours.
But as long as we remain, as Adrian Guy Anderson has coined, Dillard Strong, Dillard Proud
and Dillard Bold, we will be able to manage future hidden figures.
Happy Holidays,

Walter M. Kimbrough, Ph.D.
President
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Dr. Mona Lisa Saloy named Louisiana State Poet Laureate
In August, Dr. Mona Lisa Saloy took on her new role as Louisiana State Poet Laureate. The
Conrad N. Hilton endowed professor of English’s term will run through 2023. The state’s poet
laureate serves as Louisiana’s literary ambassador and travels the state encouraging fellow Louisianans to explore and engage with poetry.
The award-winning author, folklorist, educator and scholar has been known and beloved for
her work about Black Creole culture. Her first book, “Red Beans & Ricely Yours,” won the T.S.
Eliot Prize and the PEN/Oakland Josephine Miles Award. Her collection of poems, “Second Line
Home,” captures day-to-day New Orleans speech, family dynamics; and it gives insight into the
unique culture that the world loves.
Saloy has expanded her creative works and she has lectured across the country. Her screenplay
for the documentary “Easter Rock” premiered at Ethnografilm Paris and at National Museum
of African American History and Culture. Her documentary “Bleu Orleans\” focuses on Black
Creole culture. She has lectured on Black Creole culture at Poets House in New York City, The
Smithsonian, Purdue University, the University of Washington and Woodland Pattern Book
Center in Milwaukee.
In 2020, Saloy was named an editorial reviewer for Meridians: Feminism, Race, Transnationalism, a peer-reviewed journal. She also accepted a similar role on the editorial board and
review team for Social Sciences, a peer-reviewed academic journal. Saloy’s vast portfolio also
includes contributions to: “New Orleans, a Neighborhood Nation” on versedaily.org, “I Am
New Orleans” (University of New Orleans Press, 2021), “Louisiana Poets: A Literary Guide”
(University Press of Mississippi, 2019) and Chicago Quarterly Review Vol. 33: An Anthology
of Black American Literature. Her verse on the Black Arts Movement appears in the Journal of
Pan African Studies. Saloy also writes about the significance of the Black Beat poets, especially
Bob Kaufman, on the African American Toasting Tradition, Black talk and on keeping Creole to
today.
Dr. Mona Lisa Saloy embraces her former
student and Pulitzer Prize-winning poet,
Jericho Brown ‘98 after his 2019 lecture
on campus.

Marquis Who’s Who awarded Saloy with the prestigious Albert Nelson Marquise Lifetime
Achievement Award, putting her in the 1.5 percent of 5,000,000 academics in America. Her
research on Zora Neale Hurston was used for the Algiers/NOLA TriCentennial Commission.

Juniors Jerika Edwards and Spencer Jones
represent Dillard in White House Initiative
In August, Jerika Edwards ‘23 and Spencer Jones ‘23 were selected to be a part of
the 2021 White House Initiative’s HBCU Scholars cohort. Students were selected
by University presidential recommendations and endorsed by faculty. Edwards and
Jones will serve as student ambassadors for the Initiative and will ensure information, resources and opportunities are distributed at Dillard. Throughout the academic
school year, Edwards and Jones will network with other scholars, federal agencies,
and private partners to showcase individual and collective talent across the HBCU
community.
Edwards is a Prichard, Alabama native and urban studies and public policy major. She
is a Dean’s List scholar, a member of the Thompson/Cook Honors Program, public
relations co-chair of Dillard’s NAACP chapter and a debate team member who ranked
fifth overall at the 2020 National HBCU Speech and Debate Tournament.
Jones, who is a native of West Memphis, Arkansas, is an urban studies and public
policy major with a concentration in pre-law. He serves on the executive board of the
Thompson/Cook Honors Program. Jones is also vice president of the University’s
NAACP chapter, student ambassador, assistant director of PODUS, a Dillard debate
team member, an intern for the Office of Student Engagement and Leadership, part of
the Foundation to LEAD Program and a member of D-Elite. Jones is also a recipient
of the Outstanding Student Leader of the Year award.
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Darwish awarded third patent
Presidential Professor Dr. Abdalla Darwish has been awarded a
third patent by the United States Patent and Trademark Office
for his invention of the multiple beam pulsed laser deposition
of composite films. Darwish’s invention relates to a system and
method for multiple beam laser deposition of thin films wherein
separate laser beams are used to ablate material from separate
targets for concurrent deposition on a common substrate. This
enables homogenous-in-situ mixing of three different materials
at the state of plasma to form a new nanocomposite thin film.
The targets may include, but are not limited to polymers, organics, inorganics, nanocrystals, solutions, or mixtures of materials.
Darwish believes that the patents will position physics students
for hands-on training with top notch research and technology.

Dillard Pre-Law welcomes new director
Attorney Dante Butler has joined
Dillard University as the director
of the University’s pre-law program. Having practiced criminal
law, Butler brings approximately
10 years of legal experience to this
new role. A native of Chicago, Butler received his bachelor’s degree
in business marketing from Clark
Atlanta University and his Juris
Doctor from Loyola University
New Orleans College of Law.
Butler’s journey to law was not linear. After graduating from
Clark Atlanta, he entered the private sector where he eventually
became an operations manager with a Fortune 500 company. His
work took him to universities across the country until he landed
at Loyola where someone suggested that he consider law school.
Entering law school proved to be a fruitful experience with Butler becoming the only African American in his graduating class
to receive the Order of Barristers award for superior advocacy.
As an attorney, he gave back to his law school alma mater by
coaching Loyola’s Black Law Student Association’s trial advocacy team to a national championship.
“(Butler) has already proven that he is the right person to lead
our program,” said Dr. Yolanda Page, vice president for academic affairs. Page recalls that Butler, although only two days
into the job, chose to accompany a group of pre-law students to
the Law School Admission Council forum in Atlanta. “This was
confirmation to me that he will continue the student-centered
approach for which our program is known and that has led to its
success,” she said.
Butler is tasked with continuing the success of a program that
helped 93% of its students get admitted to law schools in 2021.

The invention is a result of the research supported by multiple
grant awards from the Air Force Office of Scientific Research
and Army Research Laboratory. Dillard University is the third
top producer of physics bachelor’s degrees awarded to African
Americans according to the American Institute of Physics.
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